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Carmel College 50th Jubilee Icon Presentation  

 

On Wednesday 27th May the Carmel College Old Girls Association  (CCOGA) presented a new 
treasure to the Carmel College Community, Mater Misericordiae, Mother of Mercy.  
  

Mater Misericordiae was commissioned and presented to the school by the Carmel College Old 
Girls Association on behalf of the 50th Jubilee Committee. After the 50th Jubilee in 2007 it was 
decided, with some of the funds raised, to commission this icon as a permanent 
commemoration of the Jubilee. The Jubilee Icon once complete was óprayed inô at the Carmelite 
Priory in South Auckland and then spent two weeks at the Carmel College Convent before being 
presented to the College.  
 

During the liturgy and blessing, conducted by Bishop Pat Dunn, the Principal, Mrs Kath Deady, 
thanked the Old Girls Association.  Mrs Maureen Langley, Chairperson of CCOGA and, 
representing the Jubilee Committee, explained how and why Mater Misericordiae came to be. Mr 
Michael Pervan from the Studio of John the Baptist, the artist who made or ñwroteò the icon, 
spoke passionately to the students and guests about the meanings found in the icon and the 
role of Our Lady in the ógreatest story ever toldô. Invited guests included, amongst others, three 

of the original students of Carmel College, Old Girls, Sisters of Mercy, Past Principals and Board members. Once the icon 

was blessed and the liturgy over Mater Misericordiae was processed through the College grounds past a guard of honour 
made up of students.  
 

This beautiful icon of Our Lady is now a focal point for the school. It is intended that she not only be a spiritual point of  
reference but also a valuable teaching tool for Religious Studies, Art and Art History. She is currently hanging in the Colle ge 
lobby but will eventually hang in a College chapel, when one is built.  
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I really wanted to say a big  Thankyou  for a wonderful morning organised on Wed 27th May.   We 

were all so impressed with the way the students conducted themselves and I so enjoyed the choirs and 

singing and Blessing by Bishop Pat. What an amazing icon Michael Pervan has done for the school to 

mark 50yrs. It truly is a spiritual icon. Please pass my kindest regards and 'Congratulations' to Kath 

Deady for being such a wonderful Principal, and welcoming us the way she did. Sister Justine would 

have been so proud.       Pauline Chave (one of the first 15 pupils of Carmel College)  


