
 

“The simplest and most practical lesson I know  is to resolve to be good today, but better tomorrow. Let us take one day only in hand, at a time, 

merely making a resolve for tomorrow. Thus we may hope to get on, taking short, careful steps, not great strides”. Catherine McAuley 

Following on from the 
great success of our 

50th Jubilee the 
Carmel College Old 
Girls Association 

(C.C.O.G.A) was  
re-launched in May 

this year. 
 
 
 

      House banners hanging in the new gymnasium 

 
WELCOME to this first newsletter of the re-launched  

Carmel College Old Girls Association.  
 

“In 2008, the profile of a Carmel College student is vastly different 
from that of the foundation class in 1957. With the developments of 
technology, the education system and new building projects the 
learning environment has been transformed into one that 

incorporates up-to-moment scholastic facilities. There is a consistent 
effort by the staff and students of Carmel College to remind pupils 
and the public about the unique nature of our school, our rich 
heritage and the importance of awareness and pride of these 
qualities amongst the Carmel community. With the re-launch of the 
Carmel College Old Girl‟s Association, this can be carried on after 
Year 13 and there is also the opportunity for the development of 
relationships between the girls from earlier years and the current 
generation of leavers.  
 

Every year this school produces a class of students who enter the 
„real world‟ with skills, talents and qualities that allow them to 
become examples to others in their chosen fields. At Carmel College 
the aim is to provide a holistic education to all students and I think 
that with the great pool of alumnae we already have, this education 
can be furthered with the input of the teachings and abilities of past 
pupils into our curriculum. This said, I hope to encourage as many of 

you as possible to become involved in this type of work within the 
school and make the Old Girls‟ Association an integral part of the 
present Carmel College.” 
 

(Excerpt from speech made by current Head Girl, Justine Atkins, at re-launch 
function May 2008) 
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Carmel traditions still 

alive and thriving in 

2008 

Year 7 girls perform on 

Carmel Day  

and  

Year 13 students with 

their prize winning  

Coin Trail design  

Old Girls catch-up at the CCOGA re-launch 

function held earlier in the year in the 

College’s new gymnasium pictured below 

Contact: Pru Armstrong  parmstrong@carmel.school.nz  (09) 486 1132 ext:740 



 

“The simplest and most practical lesson I know  is to resolve to be good today, but better tomorrow. Let us take one day only in hand, at a time, 

merely making a resolve for tomorrow. Thus we may hope to get on, taking short, careful steps, not great strides”. Catherine McAuley 

CONGRATULATIONS  
to Carmel Old Girl Tennille Bergin, 
journalist for World Vision, who 
has won the Cleo Young Achiever 
Award for 2008.  

There were 5 finalists for this award 2 of which were 
Carmel Old Girls, Tennille and Olympian Erin Taylor.  

Tennille was 
asked 

òWhat's been 
your best 

experience 
while 

working for 
World 
Vision?ó  

òSeeing the 
change people 
can effect. By people I mean the 

children all over the world, living in 
unimaginable horror, who are 

determined like you've never seen to get an education, to fight for a better life. But 
I also mean the ordinary Kiwis who do all they can to help; whether that's by 
donating to charities like World Vision, or giving their time and energy to the 
cause. I'm lucky at World Vision to meet both kinds of people!ó  

May She Rest in PeaceðSr Patricia Mary 

 

Many of you will remember Sr Patricia Mary who taught 

music at Carmel for many years through the 60õs and 70õs. 

(Pictured at left in 1972) 
òThe Sisters who taught music, to many private pupils and 

within the school, were in a sense the hidden backbone of 

the Carmel enterprise. Their long hours of music tuition provided the 

upkeep of all who lived in the Convent. Sr Patricia Mary Graham was 

one of those teachers for 10 years. She arrived the year the hall was 

built, 1964, and watched the clearing of the bush between the school 

and convent and the lake. A highlight for her was the grand production 

of ôThe Gondoliersõ in 1966ñfor which, unknown to the students, two 

of the sisters did a stage make-up course.ó  
(extract from Carmel College - A Fiftieth Jubilee History by Marvynne Sotheran) 

Tennille picture in Chankonde  
 

The  Aim of C.C.O.G.A.  
is to strengthen the connection between old girls and the school by making C.C.O.G.A a more meaningful part of school 

life. We will endeavour to do this in the following ways;  

¶ by taking an active part in as many appropriate school functions as possible throughout the year 

¶ by the presentation of C.C.O.G.A badges at the Leaverõs Liturgy 

¶ by establishing a programme through which old girls make themselves available as mentors for current students   

¶ by profiling successful interesting and inspiring old girls in the weekly College newsletter and on the College 

website.  

In doing this we hope to secure the commitment of girls as they leave the College to support C.C.O.G.A.  
 

This year we began the promotion of C.C.O.G.Aõs profile in the school community by 

sponsoring a stand at ARTfusions Exhibition. Next year we hope to make more of this 

opportunity and have the artwork of old girls presented on our sponsored stands. 
 

As of next year we will be reviving the tradition of holding an Old Girls function each 

year on or around Carmel Day, July 16. We will also play a supportive role to any groups of old girls wishing to hold 

reunions throughout the year.  

Erin training on  

Lake Pupuke 

Early teachers meet in 2005. Left to right: Nola Hendry, 
Verena Butler, Sr Pauline, Sr Marcienne, Sr Monica,  

Sr Louis, Sr Anne Marie, Sr Patricia Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This book is available for $20 a 

copy including postage. To obtain 

a copy please contact Pru at 

pamstrong.carmel.school.nz or 

call her on  

(09) 486 1132 ext:740 

Carmel College  OAKS     Old Girls Advancing Knowledge Scheme 
 

If you would like to become a part of this scheme whereby you can provide mentoring, work experience 

or careers advice to current students please let us know. We would love to hear from you. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF OLD GIRL NEWS OR ANY OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION  

APPROPRIATE FOR THIS NEWSLETTER ARE MOST WELCOME 
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