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Welcome to this Spring Newsletter for 2008.

Who is the PTFA ?

We are a group of parents that have daughters currently at Carmel or whose
daughters are past pupils of Carmel College.

Why do we become involved ?

This is one way parents can be involved with the school that we have chosen for
our daughters. As parents we expect the school to perform and our daughters to
achieve. The PTFA is there whenever possible to assist in making this happen by
providing the extra resources that are not always available from the school system.
We have an excellent relationship with the schools Senior Management team, the
Board of Trustees and the Proprietor Board.

We have a committee of 24 and it is not
Dads on the PTFA. (So Dads, |l etds even t
Deputy Principal Lyn Ryan are the school representatives and keep us in line (both

in meeting content and time keeping!) and it is from them that the Committee

receives guidance as to what the school could best be provided with through the
PTFAG6s assistance. Our meeting t"i Tmesdaydfther .
month and they rarely go past 9pm.

50th Jubilee Commemorative Sculpture

What do we raise funds for ?

We annually contribute approximately $20,000 towards fixed items such as; the
Sister Mary Justine Scholarship, the purchase of library books, the sports
department and other discretionary grants. Due to the great work done by the
PTFA with the support of the parent community, we have over the past few years
exceeded this total and been able to assist financially with other projects around
the school. The last major expense was the deck outside the Yr 7 & 8 block

was a joint effort with the Proprietor Board and is still to be completed with the
provision of a shade sail and the completion of surrounding landscaping all giving
the Yr 7 & 8 girls an area that is able to be fully utilized.

World Youth Day was happening in Sydney and we thought that we would offer the

opportunity for two girls selected by the school to attend. What a wonderful

experience for them to rediscover and strengthen their faith, build friendships with

the other 11 girls from Carmel and Mrs Dead
Ridling.

Carmel College was invited by Smales Farm Technology Park, in association with
Massey University, to be part of the inaugural New Zealand Robotic Competition.
This competition has been held for some
the competition Carmel supported 3 students and 2 teachers to attend the final

days of competition in Georgia, USA. The PTFA offered support for this by paying

the travel expenses of the two teachers accompanying the students. This visit to
Georgia was to demonstrate the standards and commitment required to participate

in this competition.

The PTFA has financially supported the College so far this year through donations
towards the following school initiatives;

School Dux Award $1,500 Barbershop Chorus support $3,500
Sister Mary Justine Scholarship $1,500 Replacement of College crockery $ 725
Student Welfare Grant $2,000 Library Grant $3,000
Music Scholarship $ 750 Robotics Investigation Atlanta Trip  $8,800
Sports Grant $10,000 Shade Sail for Yr 7 & 8 Block $18,000
Robotics students in action Spirit of Adventure Scholarship ~ $ 600 World Youth Day Scholarships(2) ~ $4,000
Outdoor sculpture commemorating Stage Challenge support $ 500
50th Jubilee $3,500




How do we raise funds ?

Craig Marks, the school ds new Caretaker, got us motivated ear|
request a working bee was organized. This was well attended an
for the last 30 years (Some of the desks even had ink wells in them i the parents taking great delight in going

through the fAin my dayo scenario with the students that had jo

The Round the Lake Fun Run  organized by the PTFA is not held to make money but to get the Carmel College

community together and is a great day, with lots of spot prizes (all donated by local businesses) a radio station

playing music, free healthy breakfast, even the chance to win the major prize; A night at the Sky City Grand Hotel,

or last year a stay in a resort in the Bay of Islands. This year as always this was a very successful event T despite
the inclement Auckland weather!

There are numerous other projects that we get

involved in from making tea and coffee for

different school events to our major fundraising

event for the year that is the ARTFusions

Exhibition. This is held annually in August and the
fabulous results achieved are a culmination of

weeks of hard work and dedication by a sub -group
of the main PTFA committee. The commitment of

the Art Fusion group starts in early February with

initial planning meetings moving then into the

selection of artists, finding sponsors for the event,
arranging the hall, setting up the kitchen café, L
catering for 550 guess on Preview Night, arranging Enjoying
the volunteers that are happy to commit time to ARTfusions
help over the weekend on the sales table, and Preview
many other items to numerous to mention. We get
fantastic support from the school as we arrange
this event but are very fortunate to have the
dedicated group of people without whom none of
this could be achieved. This event has earned itself a high reputation within both the school and wider community

and artists are always eager to participate in the event. Once again ARTFusions 2008 was a tremendous success
raising over $35,000 in profit.

Guests

Evening

THANK YOU

to all the members of the PTFA. Your efforts are very much appreciated by everyone and to those of you who no
longer have daughters at Carmel a special thank you for continuing to give of your time and talents so generously.

The PTFA can never have too many supporters and helpers and we are always keen to meet parents that wish to be
involved. We can certainly assure you that you will be welcomed and any time given greatly appreciated. We are

always looking for new ideas for fund raising and community involvement i it was a great first this year that a toe
tapping film evening was organized, with approximately 200 people getting together for an evening of Mama Mia at

the Berkley, Northcote.

Without ongoing parent support the PTFA could not continue to function and achieve the results it has. Please do
consider coming along to one of our meetings and seeing if this is a part of Carmel life that you can contribute to.

Graeme Wood
Chairman Carmel College PTFA

"Today's Catholic school is more than a meafs
for safeguarding faith and virtue; it is a centr
in which parents and teachers, guided by th
Holy Spirit, collaborate in giving children a
complete Catholic education.”

(Teach Them, 1976, p. 7)

Some of our current PTFA members
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